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of the early Islamic doctrines and to  combat all forms of
idolatry and laxity of living.

Abdul Wahab's formula seems to have had a powerful
attraction for the cruder desert Arabs of his time, and the
number of his supporters grew so fast that soon they became
a menace to the majority, who could not or would not accept
his manly but intolerant creed. Yet no one expected his
crusade to take the form which it eventually did. For, having
led his followers up the Euphrates into Iraq, he waited for
a day when the majority of the people of Kerbela were on
a pilgrimage to Nejef, and then proceeded to sack the sacred
shrine of the martyr Hussain. ' The mosque was quickly
stripped of all that savoured of idolatry, the rich hangings,
the gold and silver plate, the girdles of precious stones, the
priceless carpets which formed the accumulated offerings of
wealthy Shiahs for centuries.'40

By the time help arrived, the puritan vandals had finished
their work of destruction and departed into the desert. The
thrill of horror caused by this outrage soon reached both
Istanbul and Persia, but none for the moment was in the
position to avenge it, and the contemporary Shah was with-
difficulty dissuaded from himself intervening. Kuchuk Sulai-
man Pasha, with whose term of government the nineteenth
century began, lived in continual fear of a repetition of the
incident; yet at the end it seemed that the flame of the
Wahabis' militant asceticism had burnt itself out.

This was perhaps as well, since Said, the last but one of the
Mamluks, seems to have given Baghdad a little Indian summer
of gaiety and extravagance, almost comparable with the reign
of Harun Al-Rashid's son Amin. 'An attractive youth of
twenty-two', he was * by nature generous, liberal and brave ;
but he was also weak and pleasure-loving and over-fond of
the opposite sex. He was greatly under the influence of his
mother and of an effeminate male friend.'40

At the accession of Kuchuk Sulaiman, the British Resident
in Baghdad had been granted consular rank, and during Said's
time this position was filled by the celebrated Mr Claudius
James Rich, whose thirteen years ' raised the British position
to that of the unquestioned second in the town, ranking only
after the Serai itself'.

.Said's deposition for inefficient rule made way for the last